Prospective study of the incidence of melanoma in the Paris region in 1994. The PETRI Melanoma Group.
The aim of this study was to estimate the incidence of melanoma in the Paris region in 1994 and analyse the main clinical and histological characteristics of these lesions. It took the form of a prospective inquiry, mailed to public and private pathology laboratories, to count as accurately as possible the number of new cases diagnosed by pathologists in the region during the 1994 calendar year. In all, 1089 newly diagnosed Clark level I to V melanomas (excluding precancerous melanosis of Dubreuilh) were studied. Parameters recorded included age, sex, Clark level and Breslow's thickness. The incidence per 100,000 inhabitants was 9.93 for melanoma and 8.62 for invasive melanoma. The female to male ratio was 1.6. Clark level I or thin (< 0.75 mm) melanomas represented 64.8% of the lesions. At the time of diagnosis, the females were significantly younger than the males (P = 0.004). Breslow's thickness increased with age and was significantly lower in women (P = 0.00005), especially those between 40 and 49 years old. The incidence of melanoma in the Paris region in 1994 was close to that observed during the preceding 5 years in England, Scotland and the French department of Haut-Rhin. It was 2.32 times higher for males and 1.69 times higher for females than the rates estimated for France for the period 1978-1982.